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Preface 

There are times in the life of everyone when one thinks 

and wonders who one's ancestors were, what their occupations 

were, what part of the world they came from, and why they came 

to America* 

For those who may be interested and wish to keep a 

record of the family, this short history of the Kammeier 

family is written at this time. 

♦ * * 

There is very little known by those now living in 

America of the history of the Kammeier family prior to the 

time of their emigration to America. 

Henry Kammeier I, as we will call him, was born about 

the year 1805 in the province of Westphaliaf^in the state of 

Prussia, Germany. His parents were agriculturists, and he 

followed the same profession. 

Germany became quite thickly populated, and the farms 

were small, barely large enough to make a fair living. That, 

and the story they had heard of the great opportunities for 

young men in the United States, the country that offered 

cheap land, religious freedom, and adventure, induced a 

large number of Germans to emigrate to America at that time. 

So did Henry Kammeier decide to cast his lot with the 

emigrants and came to America in the year 1842, at about the 

age 37. At that time there were not, as now, steamboats 
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crossing the oceon in five or six days, so the journey was 

made on a sailing vessel* It took six weeks to cross the 

Atlantic Ocean on a sail boat at that time* 

The family consisted of five persons, father, mother, 

and three children: Henry, aged nine, Frederick, seven, and 

Q Vi A -P * / f w f • » • Sophie, five. 

They landed in Hew York. From there to Toledo the 

journey was made by railroad, and from Toledo to Ft. Wayne, 

Indiana, on a canal boat by way of the Erie Canal. 

The destination of the Kammeier family was Adame 

County, Indiana, about eighteen miles south of Ft. Wayne* 

A settlement of Germans already existed in that part 

of the county, made up of people from the same locality in 

Germany where the Kammeier family had lived. 

The last part of the journey from Ft. Wayne to Adams 

County was made by oxcart. And so, after many weeks of 

travel, the family arrived safely at their destination, 

welcomed by their friends who had previously come to America. 

After being in America about two weeks, misfortune 

befell the family. The father became sick and died. That 

surely was a hard blow for the mother, who was left alone 

with three little children in a strange country. Fortunately 

the family was among good friends and neighbors who helped 

them as much as they could. 

Henry Kammeier I was buried in the City cemetary on 

Broadway. This cemetary later was converted into a park 

and is called McCullouch Park in honor of Hugh McCullouch, 

a prominent citizen and banker of Ft. Wayne, who was 
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Secretary of the Treasury of the United States under Pres¬ 

ident Lincoln and is said to have devised and inaugurated 

the modern banking system in the United States. 

When the cemetary was converted into a city park about 

the year 1885, quite a number of bodies were removed to other 

burial grounds but that of Henry Kammeier was not disturbed 

and is still resting there. The grave is located in the 

southwest corner of the park near Broadway St. under a large 

elm tree. 

Mis. Kammeier remained living in Adams County for 

aoout a year when she was married again to Henry Korte, who 

was born in 1819 in Westphalia, Germany. The family moved 

to Allen County, Ind., shortly after and bought a farm about 

two miles south of Ft. Wayne in the year 1843. Mr. Korte 

lived on the farm until he died in 1891. 

The farm remained in the Korte family until about the 

year 1920, when the city grew out to it. The land was pur¬ 

chased by a real estate firm, platted into city lots, and 

developed into a high class residential district. It is made 

up of that part of South Wood Park addition located west of 

the Old Mill Road. Part of the farm is included in Foster 

Park and the Municipal Golf Oourse. 

Two more children were born to the Korte*s, Christian 

and a daughter, Minnie, .who was later married to Carl Kruse. 

The distance from the old home in Adams County to the 

new one near Ft. Wayne was about eighteen miles. The journey 

was made by oxcart, on which the family*s few household goods 

were packed. They had a few cattle and pigs, and they were 

driven the eighteen mile distance on foot. The mother and 
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children took turns at driving* them* It took from early 

morning unoil late at night to travel the distance, whereas 

it is made in about twenty minutes by automobile on paved 

roads now* 

My father often would relate how they would economize 

in those days* in order to save and make headway even though 

they could afford better. 

The first thing they did when they arrived at their 

new home was to take a pig to town and trade it for a sack 

flour and corn meal. In place of coffee they would roast 

corn and grind it and make corn coffee. In place of coal oil 

lamps they would use oil wicks that looked something like 

tallow candles. The candles were made 

from tallow that was saved when a cow would be butchered to 

get meat for their own use. 

The plowing, hauling, and so forth was done with 

oxen in place of horses. The oxen had to be driven on with 

a long stick; otherwise they would not get anywhere because 

they were lazy animals, frequently stopping to eat grass. 

The driving was usually done by the mother or children. 

Truly, the life of the pioneers could not have been as pleas¬ 

ant as we see it today* although they seemed more happy, 

satisfied, and contented than the people of today are with 

the many conveniences they enjoy. 

When my father, Henry Kammeier, was about twenty years 

of age, he found employment on a canal boat on the Wabash and 

Erie Canal. The length of the Canal' was from Toledo, Ohio, 

To Lafayette, Ind. A large amount of grain and merchandise 
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was shipped by canal to the eastern markets in those days. 

The boats were drawn by mules that had to be driven 

along on the tow-path built on the edge of the canal. A rope 

was fastened to the boat and brought to the shore, the mule 

was hitched to the rope, and in that way the boat was towed 

the entire length of the canal, night and day, rain or shine. 

The canal was abandoned in 1881 when the ilickle Plate rail¬ 

road was built through Fort Wayne. The right of way of the 

canal was used by the railroad as a road bed through Fort 

Wayne. Traces of the canal can still be seen east and west 

of Fort Wayne. 

Henry Kammeier II was born May 15, 1833. ^e was mar¬ 

ried in 1856 to Louise Prange. She was born in 1832 in West¬ 

phalia, Germany. She came to America in 1850 when she was 

eighteen years of age. A few years later her parents also came 

to America on her recommendation, and settled on a farm four 

miles west of Fort Wayne. The grandson, Fred Prange, is living 

on the farm at this time. 

About 1858 Henry Kammeier bought a farm four miles 

west of Fort Wayne, on the road to Columbia City, Ind. The 

road from Fort Wayne to the farm was not much more than a 

trail through a forest. 

The first thing they did was to cut away the timber 

and make a clear space to build a house. It consisted of a 

two room frame cottage, fifteen by thirty feet with an attic 

on the second floor. This attic was not plastered and had 

only a floor and the roof over it. This served as sleeping 

quarters for the children. 
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Later on another room was added to the house and served 

as a bed roomThis three room house was used as a residence for 

a family of ten persons, father, mother, and eight children. 

In 1380 a large brick eight room house was built to 

take the place of the first home. It is in fine condition at 

this time, and is exactly as it was built fifty years ago. 

In those days it meant a lot of hard work for the 

pioneers to make headway. The principal job was to clear the 

ground of timber and brush to make it suitable for culti¬ 

vation. The trees were cut down and left for a while to dry. 

Then they were cut into logs so they could be rolled on a 

pile and burned. There v;as very little demand for lumber 

or wood in those days. 

Later on, as Fort Wayne grew into a good sized town, 

a good market developed for lumber and stove wood, and also 

for hay, corn, and all other farm products. In winter my 

father would drive to town almost every day with a load of 

wood, hay, grain, etc., while the boys cut the wood and did 

other work that had to be done on the farm. The wood was 

cut into four foot lengths, ana the city people then had to 

cut it into shorter pieces to fit their stoves. 

The new ground was rich and very productive in grain, 

hay, and other farm products, so my. father was quite pros¬ 

perous and in time acquired three hundred acres of land be¬ 

fore he retired at the age of sixty-five, when he turned the 

farms over to his sonsjto follow in .his footsteps. 

Henry Kamrneier II lived a retired life on the homestead 

until he reached the age of seventy-four. He died in the year 
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1907 and was buried in the Concordia Lutheran cemetary in 

Fort Wayne. 

Mother Kammeier died in the year 1894 at the age of 

sixty-two. She was killed in an accident on the public high¬ 

way when a team oi horses oecame frightened and unmanageable 

and ran against a telephone pole. She was thrown out of the 

wagon upon the pavement, breaking her neck and dying instant¬ 

ly. 

There were eight children in the Kammeier family, three 

girls and five boys. 

The oldest, Louise Kammeier, was born in October, 1857, 

and died October 3, 1931. She was married to Frederick Pohl- 

meyer. Eleven children were born to them: Henry, Louise, 

Einma, Fred, Pauline, Otto, William, Helen, Lillian, Martin, 

and Irvin. 

Henry Kammeier III was born in October, 1859. He died 

in 1880 at the age of twenty-one. 

Minnie Kammeier was born in September, 1861. She died 

in 1395. She was married to Carl Wiese. Five children were 

born to them; Otto, Christ, Clara, Pauline, and one child 

that died in infancy. 

Pauline Kammeier was born in February, 1864. She was 

married to Henry Meyer, One child was born to them, Otto* 

lire. Meyer died in 1924 from injuried received in an accident 

on the public highway. The horse Mr. Meyer was driving be¬ 

came frightened by a passing automobile, Mrs. Meyer was thrown 

Out of the wagon and died of a fractured skull. 

Fred Kammeier was born on February 28, 1365. He was 
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married to Louise Rodenbeck, Three children were born to 

them; Alma, Elsie, and Adolph, 

William Kammeier was born in February, 1868, He was 

married to Minna Linnemeyer, Four children were born to them: 

Ida, Albert, Linda, and Era, who died at the age of ten days, 

Christ Kammeier was born on August 25, 1872, He was 

married to Matilda Foellinger. Three children, Esther, Selma, 
> 

and Oscar, were born to them, 

* * * 

It Ernst C. Kammeier, was born April 3,. 1870, My 

boyhood days and youth were spent on the farm which is called 

the old homestead;, on which William Kammeier lives at this 

time, and to which my memory often wanders back with fondest 

regards, because the years I spent at home on the farm were 

of the most enjoyable I can recall. It was one of the care¬ 

free periods that come in everyone’s life. 

Life on the farm is not so lonesome and monotonous as 

one would think it to be. In the springtime we children would 

go into the woods and meadows to gather violets and other wild 

flowers, and bring them home to mother. We would go to the 

field with father or the older brothers and watch them plow, 

sow, and plant and cultivate the crops, or we would roam 

around in the woods and watch the birds, squirrels, and other 

wild life. In the fall we would gather hickory nuts, hazel 

nuts, and walnuts, so we would have something to do to pass 

the time away on the long winter evenings. When the first 

snow would fall we would go out and find rabbit tracks. Then 

run the rabbit down into a hollow log or a woodpile 

-V 
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and cap mure nim and proudly take him home* We would play and 

skate on tne ice on the nearby ponds, of which there were 

quite a nu.:oer in those days. On Sunday mornings, as many as 

could fines, room on a three-seated spring wagon would go to 

church. 

I was brought up in the Lutheran faith, was baptized 

and confirmed in the Emanuel Lutheran Qhurch, and attended 

the German Lutheran school in Washington township. It was 

a one-room school building, attended by about forty children. 

Seven grades were taught by one teacher. All subjects were 

taught , in the German language except one hour each day when 

the advanced classes would be instructed in reading, writing, 

ana spelling in the English language. 

Aicer graduating from the seventh grade in the paroch¬ 

ial scaool, I attended the public school for one year and 

graduated from the eighth grade at age 14. Eight grades were 

considered a general education in those days, every grade 

above bed.. _ considered a higher education. Comparatively 

few children in those days went on to the upper grades. 

After my school days were over, I worked on my father’s 

farm until I was eighteen years of age. There were four boys 

at home on the farm and not enough work for all of them, so 

I was give.t the first choice of getting work in Fort Wayne. 

Idy first work in the city was delivery man for the 

grocery fir... of Kayser and Baade, located at Broadway and 

Jefferson itreet. The firm is still in existence in the same 

location ac this time. I was employed there for four years, 

f-om 13IS ft 1532. 
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In the year 1392 I found employment as clerk at the 

Ely and Dittoe Grocery Co., which was located in the 800 

block on Calhoun street. The average pay for a clerk at 
-ft 12 oo 

that time was per week. Twelve dollars a week was not 

enough to live upon properly, buy a home, and raise a family* 

So I decided to make a change. I wished if possible to enter 

the United States Postal Service as a letter carrier. I took 

the civil service examination and passed. I was appointed a 

city letter carrier on September 1, 1905. There were thirty 

carriers in the service in Fort Wayne at that time, whereas 

there are seventy-eight carriers and six parcel post delivery 

carriers at this time. Many changes have taken place in the 

Postal Service in the past twenty-five years. 

The maximum salary of a carrier in 1905 was $850*00, 

which was increased at intervals^to $1200*00, $1800.00 and 

$2100.00, the maximum salary at this time. Other improve¬ 

ments have included ten days sick leave per year with full „ 

pay, no Sunday work, no work on holidays, and retirement at 

the age of sixty-five, or at sixty-three if one has served 

thirty years, with one hundred dollars a month pay if the full 

number of years have been served. 

I always liked the work of a letter carrier and hope, 

if my health permits, to remain in the seryice three more 

years, when I will have reached the retirement age. 

I was married June 10, 1896, to MinnarRodenbeck. She 
J J y / ^ 7 

was bornvin Perry township, Allen county, Indiana. Her par¬ 

ents also came from Westphalia, Germany. 

Diedrich Rodenbeck was born in the province of West- 



rV 

- 

H 



— page 11 — 

He came to America when a young man and phalia, Germany• 
/ 

worker in the neighborhood of Fort 7/ayne, Indiana, until he 

was married to hiss Harmeyer, who was born in the vicinity of 

Fort Jayne. They bought a farm eight miles north of Fort 

Wayne on the Lima road, leading to Huntertown, Indiana. 

Five children were born to them; 7/illiam, Mary, 

Diedrich, Louise, and Minna. The mother died when Minna was 

still a baby. After a few years the father was married to a 

second Miss Harmeyer, a sister of his first wife. Two more 

children were born to them, Henry and Charles. 

William Rodenbeck was married to Mary Bleke. Five 

children were born to them: Julia, Walter, Albert, Raymond, 

ana Verna. 

Diedrich Rodenbeck was married to Emelia Rose. Three 

children were born to them, Ida, Meta, and Paul. 

Mary remained single and died at about the age of 30. 

Louise was married to Frederick Kamrneier. Three 

children were born to them, Alma, Elsie, ano. Adolpn. 

Minna, as reported, was married to Ernst Kamrneier• 

Henry was married to Louise Gerding. Two children 

were born to them, Lawrence and Erwin. 

1:2,3 married to Louise Dreyer. Two cnildren Charles wa 

;w zj them, Edwin ana Harold. 

uni _i. 

Ave .~i- 

.Ve lived in our own home at 140d Fairfield Avenue 

1^34, v; a 
iv, rr, ,ve built our present home at 336 Kinsmoor 

£ ou: were born to us: Edna, born September 
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23, 1397. She was married in 1322 to Fred 7/iebke, of Ft. 

Jayne, Indiana. Three children were born to them, Elaine, 

Robert, and Doris. /<^ / /fj'] 

Hilda was born July-22, 1901. She was married to 
JUtc./ 

Harry Koenig in 1923. 

Ch-t Clarence was born January 26, 1906. 

tz. • M4 w 
Dorothy was born March 9, 1916* Sho-died on March 10 

-nr- 
*•?* 

at the are of one day. 

♦ * * '' 'g 

That orings the history of the Kammei'er down from tne 

ins they left Germany in the year 1842 to the present year, 

. w • 

Trury tne n amrueier family here in America has lived In 

one mo ;vent:ur a nd interesting oeriocs in the world’s 

his to ry, when on 0 ( tons ide: rs ti :e i 

V- Y"i Li >_ - i made and 0 r j e mark SO- changes 

fifty years . 

The te' lepho; ne w as inve: nt e- 

aoou j 1875. 

Electr ic li oh t was unk now 

use a ,oout lo3 C « 

Furnac ^ o an d be .th tubs we 

well to do. 

Tne cl eye 
^ _ ■re and autorno oil 

p e 1 i r ., the oh one , mr «> »*i v> 
>■ J XX- and rad io, 

;-v vj V -i.h- ■ useful J." *r> *5 U rX -- . r i - s have been in 

that have taken olace in the 
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^^Mn3?^ammeier 
Mrs. Matilda D. Kammeier, 83, 

HipH today at 3 a.m. at her resi- 
t 

dence at 352 Bass Rd. 

Aid Association f >r §toftie¥$fs a me^>e^ ,of. 
manuel Lutheran Church for 61 

SUl 

years and was a life-long Allen 
County resident. 

Surviving are her husbancb 
Christ; one son, Oscar of Fo^* 
Wayne; one daughter, Mrs. Mat 
vin Schmidt of Fort Wayne 
five grandchildren; and si* 
great-grandchildren. < 

Funeral services will be conhj; 
ducted Friday at 3 p.m. at th<r 
Klaehn Funeral Home with the* U. 
Rev. Walter M. Schoedel offi-, JJsjv 
ciating. Buried will be in Linden-' ) ,r^ r 
wood Cemetery. Friends m a y]| " 
call at the funeral home today 
after 7 p.m. Memorials are re¬ 
quested to be given to the Em- 
manuel Buildingj;umi. f(j^ 

aft 
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MrSiMl Clover ^ne' esident ot\ 
at 1°41 belong re ber ofL 

He was _ and .a we^urch-W 
fort V/ayrve ^eran \nU 
the Emm.^elMathilda, ’> \\ 

wde, . tQ *c\- 
1962. _ . addition fort\l 

a.m- N , -Horae, ^eV -o^ial vnU 
r®er£i offieiaane- 
Schoedel , nVWOOd _.ceT the W* 

o\nig, FIC 
^esentative 
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iTo douot man's mind, ambition, and genius will con¬ 

tinue to develop new invention and improve others so that 

the next fifty years may be just as interesting and eventful 

as the past half century has been. 

May the future generations prosper, be happy and 

contented. 

(Signed) Ernst C. Kammeier 

January 10, 1932. 
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